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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Councillors 

of  the  (City  of* Gibraltar. 

Gentlemen., 

I  have  the  honour  to  .present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1963. 

The  birth-rate  has  increased  to  26.4  which  is  the  highest 
since  the  peak  year  of  1945. 

The  (Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  35.8  is  nearly  double  the 
1962  figure. 

The  Perinatal  Mortality  (i.e.  the  total  still-births 
and.  deaths  under  one  week)  is  also  increased. 

The  Death  Rate  of  7*49  shows  a  decline  from  that  of  last 
year.  The  principal  causes  of  death  are  again  cardio-vascular 
diseases,  malignant  diseases  and  respiratory  diseases.  Lack 
of  exercise  and  worry  are  two  predisposing  factors  in  causing 
the  first  of  these,  so  that  the  ever  increasing  number  of 
cars  is  contributing  to  maintaining  this  as  the  chief  cause  of 
death. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and'  cancer  of  the  stomach  have  caused 
an  equal  number  of  deaths.  I  wish  to  remind  people  of  the 
association  between  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung. 
Our  efforts  must  be  directed  towards  preventing  children 
from  starting  the  halbit  of  cigarette  smoking  if  we  are  to 
avoid  a  lot  of  pain  and  suffering  in  years  to  come. 

Contrary  to  the  usual  statement  that  “infectious  diseases 
gave  no  cause  for  alarm”,  1963  produced  a  case  of  “suspec¬ 
ted  small-pox”  which  caused  a  great  deal  of  alarm.  The 
patient  dvho  was  in  one  of  our  Surgical  Wards,  was  imme¬ 
diately  transferred  to  Poca  Roca  Isolation  Hospital, and  suit¬ 
able  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Virus  Laboratories'  at  Colin- 
dale.  I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  co-operation  I  rec¬ 
eived  from  the  Hospital  Staff,  and  the  way  the  Public  Health 
Department  rallied  round  in  doing  our  essential  task  of  com¬ 
bating  possible  spread  of  this  dreaded  disease.  The  Press 
and  Radio  gave  (us  all  the  help  possible  in  giving  the  correct 
directions  to  the  Public;  and  so  counteracting  rumours  and 
ill-given  advice  emanating  from  people  who  should  have 
known  better. 

Tuberculosis  jis  giving  rise  for  concern ;  though  there 
have  been  fewer  cases  notified  than  in  1962.  The  new  Anti¬ 
tuberculosis  Scheme  is  starting  in  the  coming  year,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  systematically  check  up  certain  categories  of 

people. 
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STATION  N.F.  GIBRALTAR 

Lat.  36 o  09’N.  Long;.  05°  21’ W.  Barometric  Height  24  ft.  Raingauge  8  ft.  above  M.S.L. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  (OBSERVATIONS  FOR  THE 

YE  A  R  ,1963 


The  following  weather  details  have  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  Air  Ministry’s  Meteorologist  in  Gibraltar: — 

Rainfall:  The  year’s  total  of  5d.69  inches  is  the  highest 
for  a  very  long  time. 

Sunshine:  The  average  daily  figure  of  7.34  proved  dis¬ 
appointing. 

Temperatures:  The  average  shade  air  temperature  for 
Gibraltar  taken  over  the  years  and  throughout  the  seasons 
is.  64.7  °F.  This  was  again  normal. 

Humidity:  This  element  measured  over  the  year  realized 
an  average  of  exactly  76%. 

Winds:  On  several  days  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
there  were  gale  force  winds.  There  was  a  predominance  of 
westerly  over  easterly  in  the  proportion  of  59%  to  41%. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


Total  area  of  Gibraltar  Territory  ...  ...  1,387  acres. 

Area  of  the  City  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104  acres. 


POPULATION 


Adults 

Children 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Gibraltarians  . . . 

6018 

7573 

2518 

2323 

18,432 

Other  British  ... 

748 

1450 

904 

913 

4,012 

Aliens  . 

1134 

686 

17 

6 

1,843 

Total  . 

7900 

9709 

3436 

3242 

24,287 

Number  of  Births 
Males 
Females  ... 
Birth  Bate 


642 

315 

327 

26.4 


Number  of  Deaths 

Males  . 

Females  ... 

Death  Bate 

Number  of  Stillbirths  ... 
Stillbirth  Bate  ... 

Infant  Mortality 
Infant  Mortality  Bate 


182 

83 

99 

7.5 

11 

18.4 

23 

35.8 


Neo-natal  Mortality  ... 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Bate 
Peri-natal  Mortality  . . . 
Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


..  18 
..  28.0 
..  27 

...  41.3 


These  statistics,  based  on  the  estimated  civil  population 
of  Gibraltar  as  shown  in  the  Police  Registration  Office,  in¬ 
clude  the  families  of  personnel  of  Her  Majesty’s  Forces.  They 
do  not  include  personnel  of  Her  Majesty’s  Armed  Forces  or 
non-resident  aliens. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

There  were  642  live  births  registered  during  the  year  from 
the  resident  population,  of  which  3 15  were  males  and  327 
were  females,  which  represents  a  crude  birth  rate  of  26.43 
per  1,000  population.  This  is  the  highest  recorded  since  1930 
except  for  the  peak  year  of  1945  when  it  was  34.84. 


The  preference  for  hospital  confinement  continues ;  but 
this  year  the  number  of  confinements  outside  has  trebled  from 
that  of  last  year. 


Date 

Birth  Rate 

Stillbirths 

Rate 

Illegitimate  (Births) 
percentage  of  all 
births 

1945 

34.8:4 

-  -  -  -| 

. 

1950 

15.79 

24.72 

3.66 

1955 

22.59 

20 

2.8 

1960 

23.49 

7.04 

0.7 

1961 

17.28 

10.58 

0.5 

1962 

23.22 

17.51 

0.17 

.1963 

26.43 

18.36 

1.25 

Stillbirths 

Eleven  stillbirths  were  recorded  during  the  year  of  whicn 
6  were  males  and  5  were  females.  This  represented  a  still¬ 
birth  rate  of  18.36  which  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year’s 
figure  of  17.51. 

Illegitimate  Births 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  recorded  was  8,  which 
represents  1.25  per  cent  of  all  births  and  is  a  definite  in¬ 
crease  over  that  of  the  past  three  years. 

Deaths 

There  were  182  deaths  of  which  83  were  males  and  99 
females,  oecuring  in  the  resident  population  during  the  year, 
giving  a  crude  death  rate  of  7.49  per  1,000  population.  The 
death  rate  has  continued  its  downward  trend. 

110  deaths  (60.4%)  concerned  persons  over  65  years,  of 
age,  whilst  27  (14.8  %)  occurred  in  the  age  group  55  to  64. 

Thus  137  deaths  or  75.21%  of  a'll  deaths  occured  in  per¬ 
sons  of  55  years  of  age  and  over. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Civil  Population  during  1963,  according  to  the  International  Intermediate  List  with  Age  and  Sex  Incidence. 


Cause  of  Death 


A 

A 

A 

A 

A 


A 

A 

A 

A 

A 


A 

A 


A 

A 

A 

A 


A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 


45 

46 

47 

48 
50 


51 

52 

53 

56 

57 


Malignant  neoplasm  of  oesophagus.. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  intestine,  ex¬ 
cept  rectum  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  rectum  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  trachea,  bron¬ 
chus  and  lung,  not  specified  as 

secondary  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  cervix  uteri  . 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  other  unspeci¬ 
fied  parts  of  uterus  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  bone&consee 

five  tissue  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  all  other  anc 
unspecified  sites  . 


58 

59 


61 

63 

65 

66 


Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  . 

Lymphosarcoma  and  other  neoplasms 
of  lymphatic  and  haematopoietic 

system  . 

Nontoxic  goiter  . 

Diabetes  mellitus  . 

Anaemias  . 

Allergic  disorders  ;  all  other  endocrine 
metabolic,  and  blood  diseases  . 


69 

70 

71 
73 

80 

81 

83 

84 

85 

86 

90 

92 

93 
107 


Mental  deficiency  . 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  central 

nervous  system  . 

Non-meningococcal  meningitis  . 

Epilepsy  . 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  — 
Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative 

heart  disease  . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  — 
Hypertension  without  mention  of 

heart  . 

Diseases  of  arteries  . 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system... 

Bronchopneumonia  . 

Acute  bronchitis  . 

Bronchitis,  chronic  and  unqualified  . 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system ... 


A  109  Chronic,  other,  and  unspecified 

nephritis  . 

A  112  Hypherplasia  of  prostate  . 

A  126  All  other  diseases  of  skin  and  musculo¬ 
skeletal  system  . 


A  129  Congenital  malformation 


A  130  Birth  Injuries  . 

A  131  Postnatal  asphyxia  and  atelectasis  . 

A  132  Infections  of  the  newborn  . 

A  135  Ill-defined  disease  peculiar  to  early  in¬ 
fancy,  immaturity  unqualified  . ' 

A  136  Senility  without  mention  of  psychosis... 


Detailed 
List  of 
Numbers 


150 

151 

152-153 

154 


162-163 

170 

171 

172-174 

196-197 

155-150 

164-165 

175-176 

178-181 

192-195 

198-199 

204 

200 

203-205 

250-251 

260 

290-293 

240-245 

253-254 

270-277 

287-289 

294-299 


GRAND  TOTAL 


330-334 

240 

353 

410-416 

420-422 

440-443 

414-447 

450-456 

460-468 

491 

500 

501-502 

536-539 

542-545 

573-580 

582-583 

586-5^7 

591-594 

610 

700-716 

731-736 

738-744 

750-752 

753 

755-750 

760-761 

762 

763-768 

773-776 

794 


All  Ages 


1 

6 

2 

1 


6 

3 

2 

1 

2 
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1 

1 

4 

1 
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26 

1 

1 

4 

33 

8 

7 

3 

5 
15 

1 

2 


4 
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2 

4 

5 

2 

6 
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M  F 
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1 

1 
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1 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

5  2 

3  3 

8  5 

6  8 

15  5 

8  5 

10  17 

7  15 

6  12 

- 


. 

.... 

. 

. 


1 


■ 


.... 


- 


' 

■ 


As  in  previous  years  the  chief  causes  of  death  have  been 
diseases  of  the  cardio -vascular  system,  malignancy  and  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  respiratory  system. 


Principal  Cause  of  Death 


Cause 

Number 

Percentage  of  Total 
Number 

Oardio-vasoular  disease 

(excluding  Cerebral) 

60 

(75)  - 

30.0 

(35.4) 

Oereibro- vascular  disease 

2!6 

(28) 

14.3 

(13.2) 

Malignant  diseases 

34 

(36) 

18,7 

(17.0) 

Respiratory  diseases 

(excluding  neoplasm) 

18 

(24) 

9.9 

(  9-9) 

(Figures  in 

brackets 

are  for 

1962) 

Oardio- -vascular  (including  cerebro-vascular)  disease  is 
again  the  chief  cause  of  death;  with  arteriosclerotic  degene¬ 
rative  heart  disease  being  the  principal  cause  in  this  main 
group. 

Overeating,  lack  of  exercise  and  worry  are  among  the 
chief  pre-disposing  factors  causing  these  degenerative  heart, 
diseases:  so  that  we  should  moderate  our  eating  and  give  our 
cars  a  rest  which  would  be  to  our  mutual  benefit. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  have  increased  slightly  since  last 
year.  This  year  cancer  of  the  lung  with  6  deaths  has  equalled 
our  other  chief  cause  of  death  from  malignancy,  which  is 
gastric  cancer. 

It  is  essential  to  remind  ourselves  of  the  dangers  of 
smoking  if  we  are  to  play  our  important  part  in  cutting  down 
the  incidence  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 

Once  again  there  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 

Maternal  Deaths 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
during  1963  was  23,  which  gave  the  rather  high  infant  mor¬ 
tality  rate  of  35.8.  Eighteen  of  these  infants  died  within 
four  weeks  of  birth  which  represented  a  Neo-natal  mortality 
rate  of  -28.04. 


Peri  natal  Mortality 

This  includes  stillbirths  and  infants  who  have  died  in 
the  first  w.eek  of  life.  It  is  being  closely  studied  because 
although  both  infant  and  neo-natal  mortality  have  declined 
in  recent  years  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life 
has  remained  fairly  constant.  It  is  often  a  question  of  chance 
whether  an  infant  will  be  stillborn  or  will  die  in  the  first 
week  of  life;  and*  so  the  term  perinatal  is  a  very  useful  one. 

This  year  there  have  been  27  perinatal  deaths  which  give 
a  perinatal  mortality  rate  of  41.35  per  1,000  total  births. 
This  is  a  high  figure  and  all  concerned  must  strive  to  reduce 
it. 


NEO-NATAL  INFANT  MORTALITY  &  PERINATAL  RATES 

1945-1963 


Year 

Neo-Natal 

M ort al i tv  hate 

Infant  Mortality 
hate 

Peri-natal 
Mortality  Rate 

1945 

16.4 

32.89 

1950 

8.4 

28.16 

30.02 

1955 

5.36 

18.76 

25.5 

1960 

14.81 

14.81 

18.77 

1961 

29.41 

34.75 

37.03 

1962 

17.82 

19.60 

35.02 

1963 

28.00 

35.80 

41.35 

Death  of  Children  tinder  one  year  from  selected  causes,  by  Sex  and  Age. 
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MATERNITY,  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  SCHOOL 

HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  Government  are  responsible  for  these  services, 
which  are  operated  under  the  administrative  direction  of 
the!  Board  of  Management  for  the  Medical  and  Health  Ser¬ 
vices. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Department  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  information  regarding  the  progress  of  these  services 
during  1963: — 


MATERNITY  SERVICE 

The  Maternity  Department  consists  of  two  public  wards, 
two  private  rooms  and  nursery.  Total  bed  complement  is  15 
exclusive  of  two  beds  in  the  labour  ward.  On  an  average, 
there  were  36  deliveries  per  month.  Normal  deliveries  stay¬ 
ing  in  five  days,  forceps  deliveries  7  days,  arid  Caesarian 
Sections  ten  days.  Ante-natal  cases  were  admitted  for  an 
average  of  7  to  14  days,  depending  on  their  condition.  Ante¬ 
natal  clinics  were  held  twice  weekly  in  the  Out-Patients 
Department,  and  were  well  attended.  There  was  an  average 
30-40  attendances  twice  weekly.  Approximately  3,317  com¬ 
pared  with  2,473  in  1962.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the  children 
born  among  the  civilian  population,  .exclusive  of  births  which 
took  place  at  the  Military  Hospital,  were  delivered  at  the 
St,  Bernard’s  Hospital. 

There  were  no  maternal  death. 

Post-natal  clinics  were  held  once  a  week,  patients  return¬ 
ing  for  routine  examination  six  weeks  after  delivery. 

Five  locally  registered  midwives  were  engaged  in  private 
Practice  during  the  year.  Facilities  to  keep  up  to  date  in 
their  work  were  available. 


Summary  of  the  work  of  the  Maternity  Department 

1963  1962 

Deliveries  . Males  219  Females  218  437  373 


Stillbirths  . . .  10  6 

Neo -natal  deaths  .  12  7 

Premature  births  . 18  8 

Twins  . .  3  sets  2  sets 

Caesarian  sections .  33  '33 

Toxaemias  . 18  15 

Exchange  transfusions  .  1  1 

Maternal  deaths  . 0  1 
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CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE 


The  Child  Welfare  Clinics  under  the  direction  of  the 
Paediatrician  and  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitors  continued 
to  be  held  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  clinics  was 
increased  by  one,  in  October1,  to  cope  with  the  increasing 
attendances. 

The  Paediatrician  held  one  weekly  session  at  which  he 
advised  mothers  of  all  new  babies  as  well  as  any  other  re¬ 
ferred  to  him. 

Any  infant  requiring  investigation  and  or  treatment  was 
referred  to  their  own  doctor  or  to  the  Paediatric  Clinic  at  the 
Hospital. 

The  Paediatrician  also  held  one  immunization  session  per 
week,  which  was  well  attended. 

The  Health  Visitor  in  charge  and  her  team  of  Assistants 
carried  out  home  visiting  and  liaison  was  maintained  with 
the  Hospital’s  Maternity  Department. 

Child  Welfare  Centre 

The  number  of  registered  infants  and  attendances  were 
as  follows: 


1963  1962 

Number  of  Children  registered  . . , .  865  809 

Attendances  . .  7,535  6,260 

Children  on  the  Register  were  as  follows : — 

Year  of  Birth  Age  Group  Number 

1958  Over  5  years  12 

1959  4J5  47 

1960  3-4  74 

1961  2-3  122 

1962  1-2  253 

1963  .  Under  1  year  357 

Special  Clinics  held  by  the  Paediatrician. 

1963  1962 

Number  of  children  registered  .  634  725 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  1,855  1,550 

Number  of  Clinics  held  .  96  84 
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Home  Visits 

Primarv  . 

1963 

373 

1962 

470 

Children  under  1  year  . 

461 

656 

Children  over  1  year  . 

...  2,232 

3,667 

Ante -natal  visits  . 

70 

61 

Fruitless  visits  . 

397 

643 

Removals  (majority  traced)  _ 

83 

130 

Houses  . 

...  2,178 

2,782 

Immunization  Programme 


Type  of  Vaccine 

1st  Dose 

2nd  Dose 

3rd  Dose 

4th  Dose 

Anti-poliomyelitis 

208 

(Salk  like) 

208 

178 

151 

143 

Triple  Antigen 

146 

123 

102 

— 

Quadrilin 

20 

14 

10 

— 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

The  new  School  Health  Service,  as  drawn  up  by  the 
School  Health  Service  Committee,  and  based  on  the  one  in 
use  in  the  United  Kingdom,  since  the  Education  Act  in  1944, 
was  commenced  in  January. 

In  this  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  principal 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  has  three  Government  Medical 
Officers  helping  him  to  run  the  clinics.  The  service  allows 
for  three  routine  Medical  Examinations;  (a)  On  school  entry, 
Ob)  on  entering  the  Secondary  School,  and  (c)  Prior  to  leav¬ 
ing  school 

In  time,  we  hope  to  dispense  with  the  intermediate  rou¬ 
tine  examination  so  as  to  dedicate  more  time  to  special  cases. 
Children  found  to  be  in  need  of  treatment  or  further  investi¬ 
gation,  are  referred  to  their  own  Doctor  or  to  the  Consultant 
Paediatrician  at  the  Hospital  as  requested  by  the  parent. 

Parents  are  invited  to  accompany  their  children  to  the 
Medical  Examination,  and  the  great  majority  do  attend  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  final  examination  when  the  “grown-up”  children 
prefer  to  come  alone. 

The  School  Nurses  have  done  sterling  work  throughout 
the  year,  in  carrying  out  cleanliness  inspection,  preparing  the 
children  for  the  medical  examination,  immunizing  them  against 
Poliomyelitis,  and  paying  home  visits  to  those  who  needed 
them. 
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Medical  Inspection 

As  a  large  number  of  children  on  the  School  Register 
had  not  received  a  Medical  Examination  for  a  number  of 
years,  it  was  decided  to  try  and  examine  as  many  as  possible, 
during  the  year.  We  examined  2,595  out  of  the  4,000  pupils 
(approximately)  on  the  School  Register.  At  this  rate  we 
hope  to  examine  most  of  the  school  population  by  the  end 
of  next  year. 

The  general  condition  of  each  pupil  was  classified  accord¬ 
ing  to  (a)  (b)  or  (c),  and  the  final  results  were: — 

(a)  2,476 

(b)  118 
Oc)  2 

If  (b)  and  (c)  are  said  to  be  unsatisfactory,  it  means  that 
4.6%  of  those  examined  were  below  par;  but  this  high  figure 
need  not  cause  alarm  as  the  standard  set  was  rather  high. 

Cases  referred  to  own  (Doctor 

The  number  referred  to  their  own  Doctor  was  40.  These 
were  mainly  for  treatment,  although  one  or  two  requiring 
investigation,  preferred  this  to  be  carried  out  by  their  own 
family  Doctor.  In  Gibraltar,  all  Doctors  are  well  known  to 
each  other,  so  that  no  probem  has  arisen  with  these  cases. 

The  majority  of  these  cases  have  had  an  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  complaint,  although  four  were  suffering  from  Renal 
trouble. 

Cases  referred  to  Paediatrician’s  Special  Clinic 

These  consisted  of  77  cases  of  which  15  were  suffering 
from  mild  iron  deficiency,  anaemia,  and  ten  from  Respiratory 
Disease  — -  mainly  asthma. 

Cases  referred  to  other  Hospital  clinics 

There  were  60  cases  referred  and  the  largest  percentage 
went  to  the  E.N.T.  and  Dermatology  Clinics. 

Three  who  were  found  to  have  inguinal  hernia  were  sent 
to  the  Surgical  Clinic. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics 

There  were  240  children  referred  to  this  clinic,  the 
majority  being  sent  for  refraction. 
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Dental  Clinics 


There  were 
Dental  Clinics. 


1,532  children  referred  to  the 


Government 


There  is,  obviously  a  need  for  the  Dental  Officers  to  check 
up  and  chart  all  the  School  entries. 


Immunization 

The  Immunization  campaign  against  Poliomyelitis  has 
continued.  Parents  are  more  easily  convinced  of  the  lack  of 
reactions  and  complications  as  more  and  more  children  are 
vaccinated. 


Cleanliness 

The  cleanliness  Inspection  carried  out  by  the  School 
Nurses  is  very  welcomed  by  the  teachers  in  those  schools  in 
which  some  children  are  constantly  giving  trouble  with  dirty 
heads.  We  do  not  have  a  cleansing  station  as  the  number  of 
children  involved  does  not  warrant  it;  but  whenever  neces¬ 
sary  the  case  is  sent  to  the  O.P.D.  St.  Bernard’s  Hospital, 
with  which  we  have  good  liaison. 


The  following  is  ja  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the 
year: — 


Children  medically  examined  . 

General  condition  .  A’  . 

‘B’  , . 

V’  . 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  . 

,,  Paediatrician’s  Special  Clinics 

,,  ,,  Ophthalmic  Clinics  . . 

,,  ,,  Dental  Clinics  . 

,,  ,,  Other  Hospital  Clinics  . 


2595 

2475 

118 

2 

40 

77 

240 

1532 

60 


POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNIZATION 


First  Dose  .  90 

Second  Dose  .  70 

Third  Dose  .  25 

Booster  . 505 


TOTAL  690 


Cleanliness  Inspection 

Children  Inspected  .  3,002 

Verminous  heads  .  75 

Exclusions  from  school  .  — 

Home  Visits  . 139 
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REPORT  ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE  GIBRALTAR  SOCIETY 
FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1963 


1  iain  indebted  to  the  lion.  Secretary  of  the  Gibraltar 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  the  Honble.  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Ell i cot t,  M.B.E.,  for  the  information  regarding  the 
work  of  the  (Society  during  the  year  1963  on  which  this  sec¬ 
tion  is  based. 

Blindness  in  Gibraltar  continues  to  be  due  mainly  to 
failing  sight  in  old  age.  Of  the  91  blind  and  12  partially 
sighted  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1963  no  less 
than  79  were  over  the!  age  of  60. 

The  Society  also  helps  ten  other  blind  or  badly  sighted 
people  who  for  one  reason  or  another  are  not  registered. 
These  include  4  persons  removed  from  the  register  after 
successful  operations,  2  others  unwilling  or  unable  to  be  seen 
by  the  ophtalmologist,  and  4  who  were  on  the  list  passed  to 
the  present  Hon.  Secretary  eleven  years,  ago. 

During  the  year  twelve  persons  on  the  register,  (2  men 
and  10  women),  died  at  an  average  age  of  76,  while  new 
additions  numbered  nine,  (two  men  and  seven  women),  the 
eldest  being  91  and  the  youngest  63,  average  age  74. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  statistics  were  as  follows,: 


Age 

Ma 

93  Blind 
les  Females 

12  Partially 
sighted 

Males 

Females 

10  Unregistered 
Males  Females 

0-10  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  0-20  3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(I 

20-30  3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30-40  1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

40-50  1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

60-60  3 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

over  60  1 4 

54 

1 

9 

1 

7 

Total  24 

!  67 

1 

11 

1 

9 

Nine  blind  and  one  partially  sighted  person  live  outside 
of  Gibraltar  in  La  Line  a. 


The  great  majority  of  these  elderly  blind  belong  to  the 
lower  income  groups,  where  the  extra  Public  Assistance 
given  to  the  registered  blind  or  partially  sighted  persons 
makes  it  financially  advantageous  to  be  on  the  register  So 
there)  are  probably  a  number  of  elderly  blind  being  cared  for 
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in  wealthier  homes  who  have  never  been  registered,  but  there 
appears  little  harm  in  this  omission  as  little  can  be  done  for 
those  who  go  blind  'late  in  life  except  to  make  their  declining 
years,  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

'Comparing  the  figures  with  the  total  population  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  about  24,000  excluding  services  —  it  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  English  standard  of  blindness  is  accepted  here, 
^so  blind  as,  not  to  be  able  to  undertake  any  occupation  for 
which  eyesight  is  essential”,  and  not  total  lack  of  vision. 

As  a  result  a  considerable  number  of  our  blind  are  able 
to  make  their  way  about  alone  with  the  small  amount  of  sight 
which  remains  to  them. 

Because  of  the  traffic  in  our  narrow  streets,  many  of 
them  without  pavements,  such  ambulant  blind  and  partially 
sighted  persons  are  a  danger  to  themselves  and  other  road 
users,  but  there  is  a  great  prejudice  against  carrying  a  white 
stick  by  anyone  not  totally  sightless.  Folding  white  sticks, 
distributed  by  the  iSoceity  last  year  to  those  who  needed  them 
and  would  use  them,  are  seldom  seen.  While  the  public 
recognise  as,  blind  anyone  tapping  their  way  along  with  a 
heavy  stick  they  do  not  appreciate  the  need  for  consideration 
towards  someone  carrying  a  lightweight  white  one. 

The  first  and  largest  of  the  almshouses  given  to  Gibraltar 
through  thei  generosity  of  the  late  John  Mackintosh 
opened  in  December.  Mjount  Alvernia,  as  it  is  being  called, 
is  run  by  Franciscan  nuns,  and  is  designed  to  house  120 
elderly  and  needy  Roman  Catholics. 

The  Society’s  visitors  called  upon  all  blind  persons  in 
humble  circumstances  to  tell  them  about  the  forthcoming 
opening  of  Mbunt  Alvernia.  While  they  did  not  press  anyone 
to  go  there,  the  Society  felt  that  all  the  blind  should  be  given 
opportunity  to  enter  the  Home,  so  that  they  could  never  say 
they  would  have  liked  to  be  there  had  they  known  of  it  in 
time. 

As  soon  as  this  Flome  opened  Government  closed  down 
their  Moorish  Castle  Hostel,  the  nuns  kindly  taking  in  tem¬ 
porarily  those  who  will  eventually  go  to  the  Anglican  and 
Jewish  Mackintosh  Homes,  due  to  be  opened  early  in  the  new 
year. 

Six  blind  persons  from  the  Government  Hostel  have  gone 
to  Mount  Alvernia,  together  with  six  other  blind  who  had 
been  living  in  private  accommodation  alone  or  with  relatives. 
All  of  these  are  assured  of  a  degree  of  comfort  in  their  declin¬ 
ing  years  which  could  not  be  bettered  in  a  first  class  nursing 
home. 
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The  main  work  of  the  Society  continues  to  be  carried 
out  by  its  eleven  visitors  who  are  responsible  for  the  care 
and  needs,  of  about  ten  people  each. 

As  soon  as  a  person  is  registered  a  visitor  goes  to  see 
them,  and  offers  them  from  the  Society  the  loan  of  a  special 
wireless  set,  from  Government  a  free  wireless  licence  and  a 
card  entitling  them  free  medical  assistance  and  nursing,  and 
by  kindness  of  the  bus  companies  of  Gibraltar  a  free  bus 
ticket. 

Government  has  agreed  to  pay  the  Society  £100  a  year 
towards  its  preventive  work,  by  which  the  Society  pays  for 
spectacles  for  anybody  for  whom  they  have  been  prescribed 
who  feels  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  them. 

Mr.  Oliver,  himself  a  blind  man  and  a  member  of  our 
Committee  is  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  the  blind,  but  it  has 
been  agreed  that  next  year  his  salary  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Department  of  Labour  and  Social  'Security,  as  the  work  he 
carries,  out  is  more  often  that  of  a  welfare  worker  rather 
than  a  teacher. 

While  he  still  teaches  our  only  registered  blind  child,  a 
boy  of  13  who  also  attend  a  normal  school,  and  three  other 
children  whose  eyesight  is  likely  to  deteriorate,  his  house  is 
used  by  all  the  younger  blind  as  a  club  and  for  the  exchange 
of  news  and  braille  periodicals. 

Of  three  blind  men  under  30,  one  works  successfully  as 
a  telephone  operator,  but  the  two  others  decline  to  do  any¬ 
thing  and  expect  their  relatives  to  keep  them  for  ever. 

There  are  six  blind  men  aged  between.  30  and  60.  Three 
of  these  were  working  as  labourers  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  but  one  lost  his  job  owing  to  a  close  down.  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  Society  co-operated  to  find  him  other  suitable 
employment,  but  he  walked  out  within  a  few  days,  as  he  did 
not  like  it. 

Two  others  do  piano  tuning,  chair  seating  and  basket 
making  as  opportunity  offers.  The  Society  is  trying  to 
arrange  for  the  Department  of  Education  to  have  their  pianos 
tuned  regularly  by  a  blind,  man,  instead  of  only  calling  upon 
him  at  irregular  intervals.  The  Department’s  Commercial 
School  kindly  does  certain  typing  for  the  Society. 

A  man  of  45,  blinded  in  1961,  was  sent  to  England  the 
following  year  for  an  operation  which  proved  unsuccessful. 
On  his  return  to  Gibraltar,  Government  and  the  Society  en¬ 
deavoured  to  help  him  towards  making  his  living  by  his 
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former  trade  as  a  carpenter,  and  when  this  failed  a  local 
firm  making  cigarette  offered  to  take  him  into  their  factory, 
but  he  declined  as  this  would  mean  working  among  women 
Other  occupations.,  such  as  telephone  or  'lift  operator,  were 
out  of  the  questions,  as  he  could  speak  no  English  and  was 
unwilling  to  learn,  although  his  children  speak  excellent  Eng¬ 
lish.  He  is  now  selling  lottery  tickets,  the  accepted  occu¬ 
pation  of  the  blind  in  Spain  where  he  spent  his  youth. 

Three  or  four  blind  men  over  60  sell  lottery  tickets,  while 
one  brave  partially  sighted  man  of  70  gets  seasonal  occupa¬ 
tion  at  the  municipal  set  bathing  establishment,  where  an 
elderly  partially  sighted  woman  also  works  in  summer. 

Apart  from  her,  none  of  the  blind  or  partially  sighted 
women  work  outside  of  their  homes,  but  several  manage  quite 
efficiently  as  housekeepers. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Lady  Ward  attended 
our  Christmas  party,  which  was  as  successful  as  ever. 

As  usual  everyone  on  the  Society’s  lists  received  £1  as 
a  Christmas  present. 

In  conjunction  with  the  lied  Cross,  the  Society  employs  a, 
field  worker  who  does  a  good  job  arranging  visits  to  the 
hospital  by  the  blind,  and  taking  them  there  in  the  Red  Cross 
van,  or  to  meetings  and  lessens  at  Mr.  Oliver’s  house. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  infectious  diseases  statutorily  notifiable  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance  in  Gibraltar  are : 
Smallpox,  Cholera,  Eipidemic  Typhus,,  Plague,  Yellow  Fever, 
Relapsing  Fever,  Dysentery,  Diphtheria,  Cere bro -Spinal  Men¬ 
ingitis,  Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  or  Enteric 
Fever,  Undulant  Fever,  Acute  Encephalitis.  Acute  Poliomye¬ 
litis,  Chickenpox,  Epidemic  Parotitis,  Erysipelas,  Leprosy, 
Measles,,  Meningococcal  Infection,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
Paratyphoid  Fever,  Pertussis,  Puerperal  Fever,  Rubella,  Tra¬ 
choma,  Tuberculosis  (all  forms),  Veneral  disease. 

There  were  1,110  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  which  represents  an  incidence  of  45.7  per 
thousand. 

There  were  again  no  deaths  from  infectious  diseases.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  annual  incidence : — - 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

There  were  9  cases,  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  thei  year,  but  3  of  these  were  in  non-residents;  and  so 
are  not  included  in  the  statistics.  This  represents  an  incid¬ 
ence  of  0.29  per  thousand  which  is  a  decrease  from  that  of 
last  year.  We  are  nevertheless  very  concerned  about  this 
disease  and  are  anxious  to  introduce  our  anti-tuberculosis 
seheme  in  the  new  year. 

The  present  facilities  for  free  radiological  examination 
of  servants  and  nursemaids  on  application,  by  the  employer, 
to  the  Director  of  Labour  and  Social  Security  is  not  being 
used  satisfactorily. 


IT 


INCIDENCE  AND  MORTALITY  FROM  PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS 


1935-1939  and  1943-1963 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Incidence  per 
thousand 

Death  per 
thousand 

1935 

23 

15 

— ■ 

0.88 

*1936 

30 

19 

1.90 

1.20  (#T.B.  Officer 
appointed) 

1937 

34 

21 

1:74 

1.08 

1938 

8 

16 

0.39 

0.79 

1939 

16 

14 

0.8 

— 

Civil  population  evacuated  during  the  war. 

1945 

42 

7 

2.4 

0.4 

1946 

30 

6 

1.55 

0.31 

1947 

31 

7 

1.52 

0.34 

1948 

17 

12 

0.72 

0.51 

1949 

22 

8 

0.89 

0.32 

1950 

19 

6 

0.76 

0.24 

1951 

22 

6 

1.04 

0.28 

1952 

28 

4 

1.26 

0.18 

1953 

23 

7 

0.92 

0.28 

1954 

25 

10 

1.08 

0.43 

1955 

20 

2 

0.86 

0.08 

1956 

16 

1 

0.68 

0.04 

1957 

8 

0 

0.33 

0.00 

1958 

10 

2 

0.41 

0.08 

1959 

16 

1 

0.66 

0.04 

1960 

9 

4 

0.36 

0.16 

1961 

6 

2 

0.27 

0.09 

1962 

14 

0 

0.57 

0.00 

196.3 

6 

0 

0.29 

0.00 

Non- Respiratory  T uberculosis 

There  were  two  cases  notified.  Both  were  females,  aged 
11  and  24  respectively,  and  both  suffered  from  skin  manifes¬ 
tation  of  the  disease. 


Enteric  Fever 

This  year  there  was  only  one  case  of  Typhoid.  There 
were  no  cases,  of  Para-Typhoid  or  any  other  Salmonella  in¬ 
fection. 
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Cases  of  certsfin  Infectious  Diseases,  by  Age  and  Sex. 


Disease 

0-5 

moncii 

6-11 

month 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  &  + 

001-008  Pulmonary  T.B. 

T 

M 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

F 

* 

s 

010-019  Non-Respitatory 

T 

1 

i 

i 

T.B . 

M 

F 

1 

i 

020-029  (Syphilis  and  its 

T 

1 

> 

sequelae  . 

M 

1 

f 

030-035  Gonococcal 

i? 

T 

infection  . 

M 

F 

T 

1 

040  Typhoid  . 

M 

l 

F 

041  Paratyphoid  . 

M 

r 

T 

1 

044  Undulant  Fever  ... 

M 

1 

045-048  Dysentery  all 

j? 

T 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

L 

1 

forms  . 

M 

1 

i 

1 

L 

F 

1 

1 

1 

T 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

l 

050  Scarlet  Fever  . 

M 

1 

1 

2 

‘  ) 
u 

1 

¥ 

1 

1 

3 

i 

055  Diphtheria  . 

M~ 

Tr 

x> 

T 

4 

6 

5 

8 

7 

5 

35 

8 

4 

2 

$ 

056  Whooping  Cougn  ... 

M 

2 

j. 

4 

5 

4 

3 

19 

4 

3 

1 

\ 

F 

2 

5 

1 

3 

3 

2 

16 

4 

1 

1 

057  Menningcoccal 

X 

Infections 

M 

F 

080  Acute 

V 

T 

Poliomyelitis  . 

M 

F 

T 

1 

6 

30 

47 

69 

59 

012 

173 

8 

3 

1 

1 

085  Measles  . 

M 

3 

17 

21 

31 

32 

104 

91 

4 

1 

F 

I 

3 

13 

26 

38 

27 

108 

82 

4 

3 

1 

T 

3 

3 

5 

7 

7 

2 

27 

6 

1 

086  Rubella  . 

M 

2 

3 

3 

4 

3 

15 

2 

1 

F 

L 

2 

3 

4 

2 

12 

4 

t 

087  Varicelle 

T 

1 

7 

14 

12 

20 

25 

79 

69 

19 

9 

6 

2 

Ohickenpox  . 

M 

1 

4 

6 

3 

12 

8 

34 

33 

10 

5 

4 

1 

F 

3 

8 

9 

8 

17 

45 

36 

9 

4 

2 

1 

T 

1 

4 

26 

45 

73 

149 

167 

38 

13 

7 

37 

4 

089  Mumps  . 

M 

4 

17 

27 

42 

90 

85 

20 

6 

3 

18 

2 

F 

1 

9 

IS 

81 

59 

82 

18 

7 

4 

19 

2 

1,682  684  Puerperal 

T 

1 

2 

Fever  . 

M 

F 

1 

2 

Brucellosis  (Undulaot  Fever) 

There  was  only  one  case  notified,  which  is  much  les,s  than 
usual.  The  number  notified  last  year  was  15. 

The  common  source  for  Undulant  fever  is  the  cheese  made, 
in  Spain,  from  raw  goat's  milk. 

Dysentery 

There  were  only  6  cases  of  Bacillary  Dysentery  notified 
during  1963,  although  it  is  strongly  suspected  that  a  much 
greater  number  are  treated  sy mt om at ic ally  and  are  not  noti¬ 
fied.  All  the  cases  notified  were  proved  bacterio'logically. 
There  is  no  Amoebic  Dysentery  in  Gibraltar. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  only  10  cases  notified  during  the  year.  The 
severity  and  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  decreased  in  re¬ 
cent  years. 

Diphtheria 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  there  were  no  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  during  the  year.  It  can  be  taken  for  a  fact  that  this 
disease  is  no  longer  endemic  in  Gibraltar,  and  that  the  cases 
found  in  recent  years  have  been  imported. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria,  which  has  had  a  poor 
acceptance  rate  in  the  past,  has  now  become  more  popular. 

Whooping  Cough 

This  year  thel  number  of  cases  notified  has  only  been  49. 

Poliomyelitis 

We  have  again  had  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  children  being  immunized  against 
Poliomyelitis  is  increasing ;  so  that  the  position  is  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

Measles 

There  were  398  cases  notified  during  1963.  The  major¬ 
ity  occurred  in  the  last  three  months  of  the-  year,  although 
there  were  cases  throughout  the  year. 

Rubella 

There  were  34  cases  evenly  distributed  by  months. 
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Chickenpox 

This1  disease  was  again  prevalent  for  most  of  the  year. 
There  were  184  cases  notified.  It  was  very  disturbing  to  have 
cases  in  March  and  April,  since  on  the  13th  March  we  dis¬ 
covered  a  case  of  suspected  Smallpox. 

Mumps 

There  were  415  cases  notified.  The  symptoms  were  much 
more  severe  than  those  encountered  for  a  number  of  years. 


Smallpox 

On  the  13th  March,  a  Pakistani  merchant  seaman  who 
had  been  admitted  three  days  previously  to  a  Surgical  Ward 
in  one  of  our  Hospitals,  was  noted  to  have  developed  a  vesi¬ 
cular  rash  and  a  pyrexie  of  104°F.  The  vesicles,  were  all  at 
the  same  stage  of  development,  some  showed  umbilication, 
and  were  mainly  distributed  on  the  extremities  especially  on 
the  forehead.  The  patient  was  very  drowsy,  complained  of 
severe  headache  and  resented  any  interference. 

He  possessed  a  Re-vaccination  Certificate  dated  the  29th 
January  1963  (i.e.  44  days  previously)  issued  in  Calcutta,  but 
no  recent  scar  was  visible. 

The  patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Poca 
Roea.  Vesicular  fluid  and  paired  sera  were  sent  to  the  Virus 
Reference  Laboratory  Colindale,  London.  The  Gel  Diffusion 
Test,  and  Egg  Culture,  were  both  negative  for  variola;  whilst, 
both  specimens  of  sera  showed  a  titre  of  1  in  32  which  was 
interpreted  to  mean  that  although  there  was,  some  immunity 
there  was  no  evidence  to  indicate  recent  infection. 

It  was  decided  to  vaccinate  only  direct  or  secondary  con¬ 
tacts,  in  spite*  of  the  popular  demand  for  general  vaccination. 
Thei  occasion  was  used  to  re-vaccinate  all  the  staff  of  the 
Medical  Department  andt  Ambulance  crews,.  Apart  from 
some  ‘sore  arms’  there  were  no  complications  from  the  vac¬ 
cinations. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  great  help  which  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  all  the  members  of  the  Medical  Department,  the 
Press,  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  at  Colindale,  and  last 
but  not  least  from  all  my  staff  in  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Infectious  Diseases  , —  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Incidence  —  Civil  Population,  1963. 


Total 

J  anuary 

February  | 

March 

1st  Qr. 

April 

May 

June 

2nd  Qr. 

July 

August 

September 

3rd  Qr. 

October 

November 

December 

4th  Qr. 

001-008  Pulmonary  T.B.  C 

JJ 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

010-019  Non-Respiratory  T.B.  U 

D 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

040  Typhoid  Fever  U 

D 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

041  Paratyphoid  Fevers  (J 

14 

0 

\ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

042  Other  Salmonella  (J 

infections  14 

0 

044  Brucellosis  (undulant  (J 

fever)  D 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

045-048  Dysentery  all  forms  U 

D 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

050  Scarlet  Fever  (J 

D 

10 

2 

2 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

055  Diphtheria  U 

D 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

056  Whooping  Cough  (J 

r> 

49 

1 

6 

4 

11 

2 

3 

1 

6 

4 

8 

4 

16 

3 

11 

2 

16 

057  Meningococcal  (J 

infections  D 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

080  Acute  Poliomyelitis  C 

D 

0 

— 

085  Measles  C 

D 

398 

3 

— 

1 

4 

— 

3 

2 

5 

7 

— 

— 

7 

44 

84 

254 

382 

086  Rubella  O 

D 

34 

3 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

8 

8 

10 

4 

2 

16 

3 

1 

1 

5 

087  Chickenpox  O 

D 

184 

29 

16 

32 

77 

25 

22 

35 

82 

11 

6 

— 

17 

4 

1 

3 

8 

089  Mumps  C 

D 

415 

174 

124 

69 

367 

40 

7 

1 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

681-862  684  Puerperal  Fever  C 

D 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

X-J 

020-029  Syphilis  and  its  O 

sequelae 

1 

_ 

■  ' 1 

' 

1 

■■■■  * 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  —  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Return  of  Cases  Landed  from  the  Bay  or  brought 

into  Town  for  Treatment,  1963. 


Disease 

Total 

January 

February 

March 

• 

u 

C? 

1  - 

April 

May 

- - 

June 

i 

. 

o> 

S 

CM 

July 

August 

September 

3rd  Qr. 

October 

November 

December 

4th  Qr. 

(301-008 

Pulmonary  T.B.  «. 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— - 

640 

Enteric  Fever  . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

_ _ 

— 

— — 

- — 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

5 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Vaccinations 

We  still  use  the  ‘antiquated  method’  of  compulsory  vac¬ 
cination  at  3  months  and  re -vaccination  at  12  years,,  without 
any  complications  developing  in  the  800  we  perform  yearly. 
It  appears  that  in  the  past  every  citizen  has  been  thus  vac¬ 
cinated  without  any  untoward  reaction.  No  one  is  vaccinated 
if  any  of  the  well  known  contra-indications  is  present. 

Summary  of  Vaccinations  carried  out: — 


Residents 

1962 

1963 

Infants 

489 

496 

12  years  old 

394 

309* 

Travellers 

Children  (2-7  years) 

41 

1 

Adults 

270 

24 

*This  does  not  include  578  persons  who  were  vaccinated 
in  connection  with  the  case  of  suspected  smallpox. 

Rabies 

There  were  no,  cases  of  Rabies  in  Gibraltar  during  196,3, 
which  mfeans  that  there  has  not  been  any  case  since  1957. 
when  four  dogs  and  two  cats  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 

it 

It  was  very  disturbing  to  learn  that  a  dog  which  was 
brought  into  Gibraltar  for  treatment  died  shortly  after,  m 
Spain,  and  the  Diagnosis  of  rabies  was  confirmed  at  post 
mortem. 

The  present  arrangement  for  Animal  Quarantine  are  most 
inadequate;  but  it  seems  that  nothing  will  be  done  until  one 
of  the  many  dogs  which  stroll  through  our  frontier  produces 
a  case  of  Rabies  in  Gibraltar. 

The  arrangement  made  in  1955  whereby  the  Gibraltar 
Branch  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the)  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  undertook  to  maintain  control  over  the  cat  popula¬ 
tion  by  their  Inspector,  having  proved  satisfactory,  has  been 
continued  since. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
for  thei  following  information  regarding  the  work  done  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  under  review: — 


Dogfs 

Cats 

Animals  treated  . 

.  326 

133 

Home  found  for  . 

.  50 

70 

21 


Throughout  the  year  a  number  of  dogs  and  cats  were 
detained  for  the  full  period  of  quarantine,  but  numerous  dogs 
were  detained  for  short  periods  whilst  in  transit  through 
Gibraltar.  The  remainder  of  kennel  space  was  fully  occupied 
during  the  summer  months  by  boarders  who  would  otherwise 
be  abandoned  or  smuggled  through  the  border. 

A  number  of  budgerigars,  canaries,  and  a  horse  were 
treated  in  the  Clinic,  although  this  ]year  none  of  the  Apes 
attended.  As  usual  many  sea  birds  had  oil  removed  from 
their  feathers. 

A  total  of  407  stray,  unwanted  and  often  diseased  or 
seriously  injured  eats  and  60  dogs  in  similar  circumstances 
were  humanely  destroyed  by  the  Society’s  Inspector  during 

1963. 
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PORT  HEALTH  WORK 


Maritime 


The  Government  are  responsible  for  the  control  of  the 
port  health  work  which  is,  carried  out  by  two  medical 
practitioners  employed  part  time  as  Health  Officers,  together 
with  a  number  of  Boarding  Officers,  under  the  administrative 
direction  of  the  Captain  of  the  Port. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Quarantine  Ordinance,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  vested  with  the  status  of  a 
Health  Officer  and  is  thereby  empowered  to  board  ships, 
examine  persons  suspected  of  suffering  or  who  are  suffering 
from  infectious  disease,  and  impose  quarantine  restrictions  if 
and  when  necessary. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  information  relating  to  the  work  of  this  Department  dur¬ 
ing  1963: — 

The  statistics  regarding  Port  Health  work  during  1963 


are  as  follows : — 

The  Number  of  commercial  ships  entered  ...  4,006 

The  Number  of  non-trading  vessels  (Yachts 

and  R.F.  Auxiliaries)  entered .  601 

The  number  of  medical  visits  to  ships,  .  301 


146  cases  of  sickness  were  landed  .of  which  65  were  from 
British  ships,  and  8|1  from  foreign  ships. 

There  were  no  inspections  of  ships  by  a  Health  Officer 
during  1963. 

Air 


The  Air  Port  is  under  control  of  the  Royal  Air  Force, 
and  the  Senior  Medical  Officer,  who  is  vested  with  the  status 
and  powers  of  a  Health  Officer,  is,  responsible  for  matters 
concerning  the  sanitation  of  the  port  and  of  all  service  air¬ 
craft. 

The  Government  are  responsible  for  the  sanitary  control, 
disinfection  and  disinsectization  of  Civil  Aircrafts.  The 
duties  concerned  are  performed  by  a  Colonial  Government 
Medical  Officer  as  part  of  his  general  duties,.  Under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Quarantine  Ordinance,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  vested  with  the  status  of  a  Health  Officer  in  res¬ 
pect  of  the  Air  Port. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


]  am  indebted  to  the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  W.  E.  Chiappe, 
M.I.C.E.,  AJMLI.  Mun.E.  for  assistance  in  the  preparation  of 
this  part  of  the  report. 

WATER  SUtFPLY 
Potable  Water 

The  population  obtain  potable  water  by  two  methods: 
(a)  from  roof  catchments  and  underground  tanks  attached  to 
each  individual  house,  and  (b)  from  City  Council’s  supply. 
The  latter  is  distributed  mainly  direct  by  pipes  through  per¬ 
manent  meters,  but  a  small  proportion  is.  drawn  by  bucket 
or  barrel  from  the  Council’s  street  fountains.  The  demand 
for  supplies,  from  fountains  has  decreased  considerably  in 
consequence  of  the  targe  number  of  premises  which  are  being 
provided  with  direct  supplies  from  the  City  Council  mains. 
In  addition  potable  water  is  supplied  to  private  underground 
tanks  during  the  dry  season  through  temporary  meters  and 
flexible  hoses  and  in  smaller  quantities  by  tank  lorry  to  those 
consumers  whose  premises  are  not  within  reasonable  dist¬ 
ance  from  the  distributing  mains. 

All  barrels  are  sterilized  at  weekly  intervals.  The  Public 
Health  staff  are  constantly  on  the  watch  for  possible  pollu¬ 
tion  of  underground  tanks.  One  hundred  and  eighty-three 
samples  from  suspected  tanks  and  other  sources  were  taken 

in  1963. 

The  year  started  with  reservoirs  full  to  capacity.  Rain 
fell  almost  every  week  until  the  end  of  May.  Stocks  at  the 
beginning  of  the  dry  season  were  substantial,  but  decreased 
gradually  until  the  end  of  October,  when  the  rains  returned 
and  it  continued  to  fall  steadily  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  import  any  water. 

Stocks  rose*,  from  under  two  million  to  over  thirteen  mil¬ 
lion  gallons,  from  the  last  week  in  October  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Thirty-nine  million  gallons  were- pumped  from  the  potable 
water  wells  and  softened  by  the  Base  Exchange  Water  Soft¬ 
ening  Plant.  The  hard, ness  of  the  water  from  the  wells  is 
reduced  approximately  thirty- two  degrees  to  zero,  then 
blended  with  raw  water  to  the  optimum  degree  of  hardness, 
viz.,  ten  degrees,.  The  blended  water  after  chloramination  is 
pumped  into  a  service  tank  and  then  lifted  into  the  Council’s 
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reservoirs  for  distribution  to  the  Public,  after  it  has  been 
subjected  to  a  bacteriological  examination  to  establish  its 
purity. 

i 

65 ?7 66,221  gallons  were  issued  during  the  year  from  va¬ 
rious  Council’s  sources. 

Rainfall  at  the  Catchments  during  the  calendar  year 
1963  totalled  50.71  inches. 

Brackish  Water 

Brackish  water  is  supplied  by  the  Council  for  general 
sanitary  purposes,  fire  fighting  and  other  requirements. 

The  quantity  of  brackish  water  pumped  during  the  year 
amounted  to  409-million  gallons. 

Collection  and  [Disposal  jof  Refuse 

Domestic  refuse  is  collected  and  disposed  of  daily  by 
the  City  Council. 

In  addition  to  an  average  of  30  tons  of  domestic  refuse 
which  is  collected  by  the  Council’s  scavenging  lorries,  appro¬ 
ximately  6  tons  of  trade  refuse  consisting  of  tobacco  dust, 
condemned  foods  and  other  materials  are  earned  by  private 
lorries,  to  the  Refuse  Destructor  and  burnt  every  day. 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  sewage  of  Gibraltar  eventually  dis¬ 
charges  into  thei  sea  at  Europa  Point  Outfall. 

Numerous,  storm  overflows  exist  along  the  line  of  the  main 
sewer  and  come  into  operation  during  the  times  of  heavy 
floods.  The  configuration  of  the  Rock  is  such  that  very 
large  volumes  of  storm  water  rapidly  reach  the  lower  levels 
and  the  main  sewer  is  then  taxed  to  the  utmost.  The  rate  of 
run-off  is  such  that  during  heavy  rains  boulders  and  much  silt 
reach  the  sewers. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  and  storm  water  pumped  from 
the  low  level  during  1963  amounted  to  one  and  three  quar¬ 
ters  million,  gallons. 

Public  Highways  and  Street  Cleansing 

The  Asphalt  mixing  plant  installed  at  Catalan  Bay  Depot 
produced  not  only  the  materials  for  resurfacing  and  reinsta¬ 
tement  of  public  highways,  but  also  for  the  Government  new 
estate  roads  at  Laguna  Estate,  and  for  use  by  the  Air  Min- 
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istry.  In  all,  3,876  tons  1  cwt.  of  road  material  were  pro¬ 
duced,  made  up  as  follows: — 

1,756  tons  13  cwts.  of  bitumen  macadam,  1,933  tons 
5  cwts.  of  hot  asphalt  and  185  tons  13  cwts.  of  cold  asphalt. 

Road  improvements  comprising  re-alignments,  regard- 
ings.  and  rcHSUrfacings  were  carried  out  in  Road  to  Spain, 
Queens  way  .(New  Camp  to  R.C.  Yacht  Club),  Catalan  Bay 
Road  (Eastern  Beach  Road  to  Sir  Herbert  Miles  Road),  Wil¬ 
lis’s  Road,  Euro-pa  Road  (Naval  Hospital  Hill  to  Windmill  Hill 
Road),  North  Pavilion  Road,  Armstrong  Steps,  and  Prince 
Edward’s  Road  (French  Consulate  to  Castle  Road). 

Works  on  the  reconstruction  of  Catalan  Bay  Road  was 
completed  and  the  two  approaches  to  the  Rock  Hotel  were 
also  surfaced  for  account  of  the  management. 

Other  public  highways  were  maintained  in  as  good  a 
condition  as  possible,  patching  and  potholing  being  carried 
out  as  and  when  circumstances  permitted. 

Flushing  of  streets  was  carried  out  periodically  and  in¬ 
tensified  during  the  dry  season.  It  has,  however,  become 
increasingly  difficult  to  carry  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the 
public  thoroughfares.  Fairly  often,  cars  are  parked  over 
the  street  watering  valves  and  a  whole  morning  or  afternoon 
is  lost  in  trying  to  have  the  obstructions  removed. 

Main  Street  is  cleared  of  vehicles  on  Wednesday  after¬ 
noons  and  advantage  is  taken  of  this  opportunity  to  sweep 
the  west  side  of  the  street  properly.  This  is>  however,  not 
possible  in  other  streets. 

Sweeping  of  districts  was  done  in  the  normal  way.  The 
degree  of  cleanliness  is,,  however^  lower  than  desired  because 
of  the  fact  that  motor  vehicles  are  parked  along  the  main 
thoroughfares  at  all  times  of  the  day  and  night  making  it 
impossible  to  perform  this  task  properly. 

Public  Baths 

The  Tarik  hot  and  cold  fresh  water  slipper  baths  were 
open  throughout  the  year  and  the  Sea  Bathing  Establishment 
of  Montagu  continued  to  be  well  patronized  in  summer. 
Fresh  water  shower  baths  are  a  popular  feature. 

Catalan  Bay,  Eastern  Beach  and  Camp  Bay,  which  are 
much  favoured  by  the  residents,  are  controlled  by  the  City 
Council  during  the  bathing  season.  The  beaches  are  pa¬ 
trolled  by  a  boat  throughout  the  day  and  chalets  provided 
with  sanitary  accommodation  are  available  free  of  charge 
to  bathers  for  use  as  changing  rooms,  at  Eastern  Beach  and 
Camp  Bay,  these  are  kept  open  until  half  an  hour  after  sun¬ 
set. 


WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORATE 


Ten  thousand,  two  hundred  and  thirty  two  house-to- 
house  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Health  Officers 
during  the  year,  in  the  course  of  which  five  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  nine  nuisances  were  discovered,  and  three 
thousand,  and  ninety-seven  visits  were  subsequently  paid, 
to  ensure  that  the  nuisances  reported  had  been  effectively 
abated. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  99-2  of  these  inspections  inclu¬ 
ded  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  investigations,  which  were 
carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  Housing  Manager  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  on  the  living  conditions,  of  applicants 
for  accommodation  in  Government-owned  premises  or  fol¬ 
lowing  complaints  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department  by 
persons  living  in  overcrowded  homes,  also  five  hundred  and 
twenty-three  to  determine  the  fitness  of  apartments  for  sub¬ 
letting  referred  to  the  Department  by  the  authorities  con¬ 
cerned. 

A  camp  where  certain  foreign  emigrants  in  transit 
through  Gibraltar  are  housed  temporarily  was  visited  weekly 
by  a  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Pood  catering  establishments,  ice-cream  factories,  dai¬ 
ries  and  mineral  water  factories  were  inspected  on  one  thou¬ 
sand,  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  occasions,  and  fifty-six 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  and  analysed  in  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  samples  of  waiter  were  taken 
from  the  Council's  public  fountains,  private  underground 
tanks  and  other  sources,  and  submitted  to  the  Laboratories 
for  bacteriological  investigation. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  statutory  notices  were 
served  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  twenty-one 
cases  —  two  for  infringement  of  the  Spitting  Bye-Laws, 
thirteen  for  non-compliance  with  the  requirements,  of  notices 
served  under  the  Public  Health  Ordinance,  three  for  the 
infringement  of  the  Markets,  Hawkers  and  Pedlars  Ordinance 
(selling  without  a  licence),  two  for  depositing  rubbish  in  the 
thoroughfare,  and  one  for  obstructing  an  Authorized  Officer 
when  about  to  sample  milk  (Pood  &  Drugs  Ordinance). 

Summary  of  (Work  done  by  the  iPublic  Health  Inspectors 
Complaints  Received: 


Written  . . . f .  6 

Verbal  . . . . . . . .  311 
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Premises  Inspected: 

House-to-house  inspection  .  10,13-2 

Statutory  Notices: 

Served  .  326 

Nuisances  Found: 

Defective  drains  . . .  376 

Obstructed  drains  .  378 

Defective  W.C.’s  .  108 

Defective  W.C.  fittings  .  321 

Defective  water  fittings  .  185 

Defective  rainwater  pipes  .  70 

Defective  eavesgutters  .  150 

Defective  roofs  . 329 

Defective  ceilings,  .  59 

Defective  wall  plaster  . 255 

Defective  floors  . . . .  92 

Defective  yard  paving  .  104 

Dampness  .  395 

Premises  dirty  .  238 

Defective  or  no  dustbin  .  213 

Other  Minor  Defects  . . .  1,325 

Underground  tank  not  insect  proof  .  113 

Brackish  water  tank  not  insect  proof  or  no  cover .  32 

Brackish  water  running  to  waste  .  218 

Smoke  and  soot  nuisance  .  10 

Street  water  fittings  found  defective  .  123 

Premises  disinfected  for  infectious  diseases .  9 

Premises,  disinfected  for  vermin,  etc .  48 

Articles  disinfected  at  Disinfecting  Station  .  6,678 

Visits  of  enquiry  re  Infectious  Disease  .  428 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis, .  116 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  for  analysis  .  56 

Foodstuffs,  etc.  condemned  as  unsound  ...  Vide  page  31.  — 

Visits,  to  Milk  Shops  .  13 

Visits  to  Eating-Houses,  Bakeries,  Shops,  etc .  1,372 

Visits  to  Mineral  Water  Factories  .  116 

Visits,  to  Hairdressers  and  Barber  Shops  .  228 

Visits  to  Premises  to  ascertain  If  nuisances  reported 

are  being  abated  . 3,097 

Inspection  of  Vessels.  (Deratting  Exemption 

Certificates)...  9 

Vaccination  Notices  served  .  44 

Legal  Proceedings  instituted  .  21 

Lodging  Houses: 

There  are>  no  common  lodging  houses  in  Gibraltar. 


28 


FOOD  IN  RELATION  TO  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE 


The  Public  Markets: 

No  further  improvements  were  effected  to  the  Meat  Hall 
during  1963,  and  the  reflooring  of  same  still  remains  pending. 
Certain  rjiinor  alterations  have  been  carried  out  by  the  City 
Council  in  thei  Markets. 

Food: 

Supplies  of  food  have  been  adequate  throughout  the  year. 

Meat: 

All  supplies  of  beef  were  imported  frozen  from  Brazil, 
Argentine,  Kenya,  South  Africa,  Denmark,  and  Germany. 
Prices,  ranged  from  4/4d  to  5/-  a  pound,  according  to  quality 
and  cut. 

Frozen  mutton  was  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Argentine.  Prices  ranged  from  l/6d  to  3/6d  a  pound. 

Prices  of  frozen  offal  imported  from  Argentine,  Denmark 
and'  Holland,  have  ranged  from  l/9d  to  4/6d  a  pound. 

Small  quantities  of  Kosher  meat  were  imported  from 
Spain  and  Tangier  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Hebrew  Com¬ 
munity. 

All  meat  must  be  accompanied  by  an  official  certificate 
from)  the  Health  Authority  of  the  country  of  origin,  and  it  is 
again  inspected  by  Markets  Inspectors  before  it  is  allowed 
to  be  sold  to  the  public. 

Adequate  supplies  of  poultry  from  Spain  and  game  when 
in  season  were  available  throughout  the  year.  Frozen 
poultry  was  also  imported  from  Denmark  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  rabbits  from  the  Argentine. 

Eggs: 

Adequate  supplies  haive  been  imported  from  Spain, 
Morocco,  Belgium  and  Holland-  throughout  the  year,  prices 
ranging  from  2/-  to  5/-  a  dozen. 


Fish: 

With  the  exception  of  small  consignments  brought  in  by 
local  fishing  boats,  all  fish  was  imported  from  Spain  and  the 
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average  daily  import  throughout  the  year  has,  been  1,324 

pounds. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables: 

Abundant  supplies  of  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables,  mostly 
of  excellent  quality,  have  been  introduced  from  Spain 
throughout  the  year,  and  sold  at  the  Markets,  shops  in  town 
or  in  the  streets  by  licensed  itinerant  vendors. 

Milk: 

The)  amount  of  fresh  milk  consumed  by  the  public  is  ne¬ 
gligible,  condensed  or  evaporated  tinned  varieties  are  the 
staple  products  commonly  used! 

From  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  litres  of  fresh 
milk  were  imported  from  Spain  daily  >  which  in  accordance 
with  the  City  Council  Milk  and  Dairies  Bye-Laws  must  be 
heated  to  a  temperature  of  200  rF  for  twenty  minutes  before 
it  is  sold  to  the  public. 

Small  quantities  of  sterilized  homogenised  milk  in  sealed 
bottles  were  imported  from  Holland.  Filled  milk  processed 
locally  from  skimmed  milk  powder  by  the  addition  of  edible 
fats  and  vitamins,  and  subsequently  pasteurized,  was  also 
available  during  the  year. 

Groceries: 

Supplies  of  groceries,  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  other  countries  have  been  adequately  and  generally  of 
satisfactory  quality. 

i 

Ice-cream: 

All  premises  wherein  ice-cream  are  manufactured  must  be 
registered  with  the  City  Council  in  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Ordinance,  and  these  estab¬ 
lishments  are  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  per¬ 
sonally  before  such  registrations  are  affected. 

Frequent  visits,  were  subsequently  paid  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  to  advise  manufacturers  on,  measures  de¬ 
signed  to  attain  the  highest  standards  of  cleanliness  and 
hygiene  possible,  and  numerous  samples  taken  during  the 
course  of  these  visits  and  examined  bacteriologically  in  the 
Council’s  Laboratories,. 

Considerable'  quantities  of  ice-cream  manufactured  by 
reputable  firms  in  G-reat  Britain  were  also  imported  regu- 
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larly  during  the  hot  season.  The  sale  of  these  products  is 
conditional  to  their  being  s,old  in  f he  original  sealed  wrap^ 
pers  or  containers  as  issued  by  the  manufacturers,  and  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  same  sanitary  requirements  as  those  produced 
locally. 

Eating  Houses,  Confectioneries  and  Cafes: 

All  premises  wherein  food  is  prepared  by  any  process  of 
cooking  or  which  are  used  for  the  manufacture  or  preserva¬ 
tion  of  food  products  as  well  as  purveyors  and  vendors  of 
refreshments,,  confectionery,  cakes,  sweets,  and  shell  fish  must 
be  registered  with  the  City  Council. 

All  food  catering  establishments  were  inspected  regularly 
at  frequent  intervals  by  the  Department’s  Inspectors.  One 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  visits  were  pah! 
during  the  year,  in  the  course  of  which  advice  was  given  to 
the  owners,  on  food  hygiene  and  on  all  matters  concerning  the 
storing,  handling  and  preparation  of  food  destined  for  human 
consumption. 


Condemnation  of  Food: 


The  following  foods  were  found  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  and  condemned: — 


Beef  . . 

Veal  . 

Pork  . 

Chicken  . 

Liver  . 

Pish  . 

Ham  . 

Luncheon  Meat 
Corned  beef  .... 
Pig’s  Trotters 
Frozen  Poultry 

Damn  on  . 

Bacon  . 

Frozen  Rabbits 

Sausages  . 

Prawns  . 

Liver  Paste  . 

Tongue  . 

Salami 

Codfish  . 

Cheese  . 

Sugar  . 


10,689 
3,905 
2,434 
6,974 
45 
220 
2,450 
4534 
15  5  f 
7,400 


pounds 

r> 

r> 


318 

1,799 

1,1304 


510 

404 

4 

2 

13J 

124 

113 

92 

804 


7  7 

y  y 
y  y 
y  ? 

7  7 
7  7 

77 
7  7 
77 


Milk  (.Evaporated) 

Macaroni  . 

Butter  . 

Tomatoes  . 

Beetroot  . 

Beans  . 

Flour  . 

Confectionery  .... 


49  pounds 
28 

81  „ 

1 1  tins 
72  pounds 
60| 


142 

30 


1  1 


DISINFECTION 


Disinfedtion  of  bedding,  clothing’,  etc.,  continued  to  be 
carried  rut  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  in  line  Wall  Road. 

Table  below  gives  details  of  the  work  done  at  the  Sta¬ 
tion  dur  in  g  1963  : — 


Months 

Beds 

and 

Matt¬ 

resses 

Bolsters 

and 

Pillows 

Blankets 

and 

Quilts 

Sheets 

Coun¬ 
ter 
pan  eb 

Books 

& 

Barrels 

Sun¬ 

dries 

Totals 

January 

1 

4 

42 

702 

749 

February 

1 

5 

8 

2 

— 

57 

204 

277 

March 

1 

■  8 

520 

2 

— 

70 

4:0 

,051 

April 

14 

4 

— - 

— 

56 

43 

(17 

May 

— 

' 

3 

— 

56 

800 

859 

June 

2 

— 

5 

— 

70 

806 

883 

July 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

56 

— 

56 

August 

4 

5 

5 

1 

68 

206 

291 

September 

2 

2 

i  297 

— 

— 

48 

2 

351 

October 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

51 

2 

59 

November 

3 

6 

340 

— 

1 

52 

7 

409 

December 

— 

308 

43 

4 

40 

8 

403 

Totals 

25 

334 

1,235 

1 

13 

2 

i 

666  1 

1 

3,230 

5,505 
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MOSQUITO  CAMPAIGN  1963 
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RODENT  CONTROL  —  TREATMENT  OF  SEWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 
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RODENT  CONTROL  —  SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT  OF  CIVILIAN  PREMISES  DURING 


Estimated 

Kill 

170.4 

151.5 

131.2 

164.5 

017.6 

Carcasses  Recovered 
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97 

66 

82 

48 
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Total  No. 
of  takes 
Recorded 
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No.  of 
Poison 
Baits  Laid 

1,302 

1,156 

1,041 

906 

4,405 

No.  of 
Pre-Baits 
Laid 

2,054 

2,023 

1,808 

1,929 

7,814 

Premises 

Treated 
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© 

Q 

1/62  to  13/63 

14/63  to  26/63 

27/62  to  39/63 

40/68  to  52/63 

TOTALS  ... 
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RODENT  CONTROL  —  SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 
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No.  of  Carcasses  sent  to  City  Laboratory  for  examination  : — 7. 

No.  of  days  on  which  rain  affected  the  efficiency  of  work:— ^51. 

Vessels  inspected  and  Derattization  Certificates  given : — 9. 

Total  amount  of  Sorexa  Warfarine  issued  to  the  public  : — 422}  lbs. 


MEDICAL  WORK  DONE  FOR  THE  COUNCIL 


One  hundred  and  sixty-one  Council  employees,  were 
medically  examined  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  sixty-nine 
compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  majority  were  rou¬ 
tine  examinations  to  determine  the  fitness  of  applicants  for 
employment,  a  few  were  for  the  purpose  of  making  recom¬ 
mendations  related  to  retirement  from  the  Councils  service 
for  reasons  of  health. 

Alien  workmen  were  sent  to  the  X-Ray  Department  of 
the  St.  Bernard’s  Hospital  for  radiological  examination  prior 
to  their  being  medically  examined. 

Applicants  suspected  of  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tub¬ 
erculosis  were  referred  to  the  Government  Medical  Specialist 
at  King  George  V.  Hospital  for  radiological  examination. 


January  . 19 

February  . \ .  9 

March  .  6 

April  . .  2 

May  .  16 

June  .  10 

July  .  11 

August  . .  18 

September  .  15 

October  .  20 

November  .  16 

December  .  19 


Total  161 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 


The  following  information  gives  details  of  the  houses 
completed  and  allocated  during  1963. 


(1)  Three  blocks  at  Laguna  Estate;,  that  is  Nos.  16,  18 
and  19,  and  7  terraced  houses  at  Town  Range  were 
completed  during  196,3.  Total  67  dwellings. 

(•21)  (a)  The  following  blocks,,  comprising  107  flats  were 
allocated  during  the  same  period,  viz.  Eliot  House, 
Boyd  House,  Sortie  House,  Fire  Drake  House,  and 
Block  16  at  the  Laguna  Estate  as  well  as  the 
seven  houses  at  Town  Range. 

(b)  Blocks,  18  and  19  which  were  completed  in  Dec¬ 
ember  1963  were  allocated  in  1964. 

(c)  As  a  result  of  these  allocations  499  persons  were 
accommodated  during  1963. 

(3)  In  addition  to  the  above,  91  flats  were  re-conditioned 
prior  to  reletting. 

(4)  At  the  end  of  1963  further  blocks  were  under  con¬ 
struction  as  follows : 


Laguna  Estate 

Blocks  17 

20  flats 

20 

35  „ 

211 

20  „ 

22 

20  „ 

Catalan  Bay 

1 

11  „ 

Patio  Danino,  Willis’s 

:  Road 

30  „ 

This  gives  a  total  of  1,36  flats  under  construction.  In 
addition  the  number  of  shops  and  garages  were  also  being 
provided  as  part  of  the  re-development  plans,  for  these  areas, 
A  small  number  of  pre-war  tenements  were  also  provided 
with  piped  potable  water  in  continuation  of  Government’s 
scheme  to  provide  this  amenity  to  all  pre-war  constructions 


Town  Planning 

The  Central  Planning  Commission  appointed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Building  (Interim  Control)  Ordinance  con¬ 
tinued  to  meet  regularly  during  the  year.  At  these  meetings, 
plans  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  improvements  to  ex¬ 
isting  structures,  and  other  constructional  projects  were  con¬ 
sidered*.  The  said  Ordinance  does  not  in  any  way  detract 
from  the  powers  vested  in  the  City  Council  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance,  and  102  applications  for  per¬ 
mission  to  erect  structural  alterations  to  existing  premises  or 
tc  erect  new  buildings  were  considered  and  reported  on  under 
these  powers. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES 


REPORT  OF  THE  PATHOLOGIST-ANALYST  GIBRALTAR 

Forty  two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  seventy-eight  in¬ 
vestigations,  were  carried  out  on  specimens  submitted  to  the 
Laboratories  during  the  year  1963.  This  represents  an  in¬ 
crease  of  over  two  thousand  on  previous  year.  A  proportion 
of  this  increase  was  furnished  by  work  carried  out  for  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis 
and  prevention  of  infectious  diseases,  the  administration  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Ordinance  and  the  determination  of 
purity  of  potable  water.  Investigations  submitted  by  the 
Medical  Services  of  Gibraltar  Government  also  show  a  very 
substantial  increase. 

The  Laboratories  are  recognized  as  a  Vaccination  Centre 
by  the  World  Health  Organization  with  respect  to  Yellow 
Fever  immunizations  and  during  the  year  twenty-three  per¬ 
sons  were  inoculated  and  issued  with  International  Certifi¬ 
cates. 

Three  hundred  and  ten  specimens  of  different  foods,  milk 
in  its  various  forms  being  the  most  numerous,  were  analysed. 
All  specimens  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

The  accompanying  Table  shows,  a  break-down  of  the 
work  done  in  the  Laboratories  during  the  year  giving  an  in¬ 
dication  of  the  wider  field  covered. 


Ei.  A.  J.  IMOSSI, 

City  P  ath  ol  o  gi  s  t  -  An  a  1  y  s  t . 
Gibraltar. 
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